
  
 

PRESS INFO 
  
Cape Town, February 10th 2021 

Update regarding the closure of 3 CPOA Welfare Homes 

Please see also attached press releases from Dec 9th 2020 and Jan 26th 2021. 

CPOA (Cape Peninsula Organization for the Aged) is a Non-Government Organization which operates 5 Welfare 
homes for the aged in the Cape Flats.  The Department of Social Development (DSD) currently contributes to the 
running of these homes.  Due to the financial impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, CPOA has decided to close 3 of 
the 5 welfare which are located in Bishop Lavis, Bonteheuwel and Heideveld and is prepared to donate the 
homes to another NGO.  Every resident residing in one of the 3 homes would still be accommodated and cared 
for in an alternative CPOA Welfare home.  Following protests from the community at Nerina Place (Bishop 
Lavis), CPOA has engaged with all stakeholders to find a solution to hand over the homes to an NGO which could 
continue to run the homes including all the current residents. 

Initial discussions have taken place with Vuya Foundation who is in the process of forming a joint venture with 
other partners to take over the 3 CPOA homes and continue to run them as a “going concern”.  Vuya Foundation 
under the leadership of its founder Mercia Isaacs is a Non-Profit Organization operating in the Western Cape.  
One focus of Vuya Foundation is to form smart partnerships, thereby creating a network of resources with local 
stakeholders, community leaders and sponsors. 

On February 2nd an online zoom meeting took place with the following participants:  

- Commissioner Chris Nissen (Chair of the SA Human Rights Commission) and three of his colleagues – 
Commissioner Nissen chaired the zoom meeting. 

- Dr Robert McDonald (Head of Department at DSD) and one of his colleagues (MEC Sharna Fernandez 
who had hoped to attend needed to be at an important budget meeting). 

- The Honorable Cameron Dugmore (Leader of the Opposition in the Western Cape Provincial Parliament)  

- Mercia Isaacs (Founder and Chairperson of Vuya Foundation). 

- Dr Michael Zipp (CEO of CPOA), Sr Louise Nix (Head of Nursing at CPOA), Xolani Phukwana (CFO of 
CPOA). 

Acting on behalf of various community based organizations, Commissioner Nissen initiated the meeting in order 
to find a solution to save the three homes from closure.  After a very constructive discussion with the active 
involvement of all participants, the following next steps were agreed:  

- Vuya Foundation and its partners will develop a “Feasibility Plan” to take over the 3 welfare homes and 
operate them sustainably. 

- CPOA will provide full assistance to Vuya Foundation during this process and will continue to engage 
with community representatives to keep them updated on the progress. 

- The DSD has agreed to continue with their subsidies providing that the relevant legislations are 
complied with. 

- With the assistance of the DSD, CPOA will try to find other NGO’s who might be interested taking over 
one of the homes in case Vuya Foundation find they are not able to take over all 3 homes. 

- On March 15th Vuya Foundation and their partners will present the feasibility plan indicating whether 
they will be in a position to take over 1, 2 or all 3 of the homes which have been earmarked for closure. 

CPOA has agreed that until March 15th, no residents from Nerina Place (Bishop Lavis) will be transferred to other 
CPOA homes. For more information please contact Sandi Gelderbloem (021 686 7830 or  
sgelderbloem@cpoa.org.za).  
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